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English Translation

On Friday, 23 August, a lecture entitled “The
European Silk Road Revival Project
(ARACNE)” was held,

co-organised by four organisations: the Japan
Silk Foundation, the National Silk Business
Council,

the Japan Society of Sericultural Science, and
the Japan Silk Association.

The event was attended by 84 participants -
36 on site and 48 online - including
government officials,

researchers from universities and research
institutes, silk-related companies, and
silkworm farmers.

Lecture
“The European Silk Route Revival Project
(ARACNE)”

Japan Silk Foundation
Silk Industry Promotion Department

Speakers and Interpreter

Speaker: Dr Silvia Cappellozza

Obtained her Master’s degree in Agricultural
Science in 1989. Since 1990 she has worked
as an agronomist at

the Silkworm Research Institute in Padua,
becoming its director in 2010. Since 2023 she
has served as Research

Manager of the Silkworm and Mulberry Gene
Bank.

Assistant Speaker: Dr Alessio Saviane
Received his Master’s degree in Biology in


https://aracneproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/silkreport_83_conferenza-Tokyo.pdf
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2002. He has long been engaged in research
on mulberry and silkworms,

with wide expertise in both natural and
artificial feeding.

Studied Italian at Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies. From 1978 to 1980 he studied at the
University of Florence

as an Italian Government scholarship student.
He has served as a professor at Kunitachi
College of Music and as a

lecturer for NHK’s [talian Language Course,
and is the author of many books.

The European Silk Route Revival Project
(ARACNE)

The ARACNE Project (Advocating the Role of
Silk Art and Cultural Heritage at National and
European Scale)

was launched by the Council for Agricultural

Research and Economics (CREA) in Italy and

has been adopted

under the EU’s Horizon Europe Research and
Innovation Programme.

Following the lecture, the questions and
answers were exchanged:

Q1. How is animal welfare addressed in
European sericulture?

(Dr Saviane)

Animal welfare is a highly important topic in
Europe. The concept now extends beyond
livestock and pets to include insects. Although
it is a sensitive issue in the context of
traditional sericulture, considering animal
welfare can contribute to environmental
conservation. It is also necessary to view
sericulture from the perspective of cultural
heritage preservation.
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Q2. You mentioned the collection of mulberry
genomic data; what is the status of silkworm
genome data publication?

(Dr Cappellozza)

The EU’s general policy is to make genomic
data openly available, and silkworm genomic
information is handled in accordance with
this principle. Please refer to the website
mentioned earlier for details.

Q3. What are the benefits of using silk in face
masks, and how do costs compare with
conventional materials?

(Dr Cappellozza)

Silk offers anti-ageing properties and is gentle
on the skin due to being a natural material.
While various synthetic fibres may be used, it
is important to select materials that minimise
environmental impact; silk is a viable eco-
friendly option.

Q4. There are reports that Italian raw silk
production is increasing — is this linked to
the ARACNE project?

(Dr Cappellozza)

Other projects have contributed to some
positive outcomes, but any increase in silk
production remains very limited. Current
efforts focus on encouraging new silkworm
farmers.

Q5. The project mentioned electrospinning
for novel materials — how is this being
utilised in Europe?

(Dr Cappellozza)

Research into nanomaterials is at an early
stage and there are no concrete outcomes to
report yet. Separate projects are exploring
material development using electrospinning
methods.
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Q6. The project budget of €3 million over
three years is substantial. Where does the
momentum for such cross-border
collaboration come from? Is there a shared
desire in Europe to raise domestic self-
sufficiency?

(Dr Cappellozza)

There is not a single common viewpoint
across Europe. Historically, efforts have been
made to develop traditional silk industries,
but results were limited. ARACNE allocates
funds differently, focusing on the broader
cultural heritage surrounding silk, with
scientific research forming only a small part
of the project.

Q7. You discussed archives in museums —
how does your institute utilise its own
archives for research?

(Dr Saviane)

Our institute’s museum preserves old
documents and machinery, and collections
extend beyond silkworm-related items to
include other insects.

Q8. How is Italy responding to the decline in
silkworm farmers?

(Dr Cappellozza)

In [taly, sericulture has largely collapsed.
Current practitioners include two types:
small-scale traditional producers and
inexperienced young people interested in
agriculture as a new lifestyle. The strategy is
to target and support these young newcomers
and to address price and supply-chain issues
across the whole industry rather than solely
from the farmers’ perspective.
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